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LIGHTS OUT! BETHEL WOODS WELCOMES MORE THAN TWELVE THOUSAND 
VEHICLES AT INAUGURAL DRIVE-THRU LIGHT SHOW 

The socially-distant experience ran for 40 consecutive days on the historic grounds

BETHEL, NY (January 7, 2021) – This winter, Bethel Woods Center for the Arts hosted the first ever Peace, 

Love & Lights, a drive-thru holiday light experience at the historic site of the 1969 Woodstock festival in 

Bethel, NY. The light show opened on Monday, November 23rd and ran nightly through Saturday, January 2nd. 

A collaboration with Pamal Broadcasting, Healey Brothers, and the Sullivan Catskills Visitors Association 

(“SCVA”), Peace, Love & Lights welcomed more than 12,000 vehicles through its gate and over 40,000 friends, 

families, and guests. The light show weaved through several areas of the historic site and totaled just over one 

mile. Almost a quarter of a million lights made up the animated light displays, including a spectacular 120-foot 

Twinkle Tunnel, and featured themed areas such as Groovy Way, Enchanted Forest, Snowflake Alley, and Santa’s 

Workshop. Additionally, Bethel Woods hosted 12 socially-distant dinners with Santa himself in the beautiful 

Event Gallery. 

“It has always been a goal of Bethel Woods to expand our programming into the quieter winter months. With a 

large portion of live events being impacted by COVID-19, this proved to be the perfect time to offer a safe and 

family-friendly holiday attraction to the county and the region,” said Eric Frances, CEO, Bethel Woods Center 

for the Arts. “We are looking forward to making Peace, Love & Lights a cherished tradition in our community for 

many years to come,” Frances continued.  

Bethel Woods strives to remain at the forefront of innovation as a key economic catalyst for Sullivan County and 

beyond, especially as the region continues to navigate the financial and societal repercussions of COVID-19. The 

SCVA estimates that the event has generated an economic impact of $17 million to the Sullivan Catskills this 

winter, $9 million of which was direct economic output.   

“The SCVA was pleased to be a part of this new initiative to expand our visitation season. It is the goal of the 

Visitors Association to further position the Sullivan Catskills as a four season destination.  Peace, Love and Lights 

was an integral part of creating that synergy, bringing the Sullivan Catskills to a new level of a safe family ‘Catskill 

Confidence’ destination,” stated Roberta Byron-Lockwood, President and CEO, SCVA. “The economic impact of 

this event and other county-wide events and vacation packages like this will continue to spur growth and 

tourism to our Sullivan Catskills, thus furthering that goal,” she added.  
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Peace, Love & Lights saw significant success with community partnerships, as dozens of bags of food items and 

groceries were donated by guests to the Nourish Your Neighbor Community Drive to benefit the Shepherd’s 

Food Pantry in White Lake.  Additionally, more than 500 walkers explored the light show during Sullivan 180 

Walkthrough Wednesdays, with Bethel Woods donating $500 of proceeds to the Sullivan County Federation 

for the Homeless (“SCFH”) once the goal of 500 miles walked was reached. Inspired by the initiative, Liberty NY 

Rotary Club and Mullally Tractor Sales offered to match the $500 donation. The PRASAD Project also generously 

donated an astounding $2,000 to the SCFH towards children’s clothing. In addition to monetary donations, gifts 

were collected for 60 children in need at the Sullivan County Federation for the Homeless. 

 

“We are so pleased to have teamed up with Sullivan 180 on Walkthrough Wednesdays and all of the local 

organizations and visitors who were immensely generous to those in need during this holiday season,” Frances 

added. 

 

Bethel Woods Center for the Arts looks forward to the expansive opportunities if Peace, Love & Lights continues 

next winter and expects to reopen its doors for programming in the spring. For more information and to stay 

up-to-date on the latest from Bethel Woods, please visit bethelwoodscenter.org.    

 

### 
 

About Bethel Woods Center for the Arts  
Bethel Woods Center for the Arts inspires, educates, and empowers individuals through the arts and humanities by presenting a diverse selection of 
culturally-rich performances, popular artists, and community and educational programming.  Located 90 miles from New York City at the site of the 
1969 Woodstock festival in Bethel, NY, the lush 800-acre campus includes a Pavilion Stage amphitheater with seating for 15,000, an intimate 440-seat 
indoor Event Gallery, the award-winning Museum at Bethel Woods, and a Conservatory for arts education programming.  
 
Through the in-depth study and exhibition of the social, political, and cultural events of the 1960s, as well as the preservation of the historic site of the 
Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Bethel Woods educates individuals about the issues and lessons of the decade while inspiring a new generation to 
contribute positively to the world around them. The not-for-profit organization relies on the generous support of individuals, corporations, and 
foundations to develop and sustain programs that improve the quality of life in the region and beyond. 
  
For more information please visit www.BethelWoodsCenter.org. 
 
About Pamal Broadcasting 
Pamal Broadcasting LTD. is a group of radio stations based in Albany, NY with stations throughout the Northeast.  Bethel Woods and Pamal have a 
longstanding relationship, which includes a partnership on KFEST since 2017.  
 
For more information please visit www.pamal.com.  
 
About Sullivan Catskills Visitors Association 
The official Destination Marketing Organization for the Sullivan County Catskills. Its team promotes and markets natural, historic, cultural and 
recreational assets of the Sullivan Catskills as a premier world-class destination attracting millions of visitors from around the globe annually--to spend 
money locally building economic wealth and quality of life the county.  
 
For more information please visit www.sullivancatskills.com. 
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