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TEEN PHOTOGRAPHERS

D
uring their time together, they learned a variety 

of technical, historical and creative ways to use 

photography as a form of self-expression with the 

support of our Bethel Woods Teaching Artists and guest 

speakers, all professionals in the field. Topics covered 

include the history of photography, digital tintypes, action 

and event photography, portraiture, landscapes and digital 

editing software like Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop. The 

teens also participated in two field assignments with trips 

to the Center for Photography at Woodstock and the Bronx 

Zoo. This photo book features each teen over two pages 

which includes their artist statement and photographs. 

The groups work will also be featured in a final exhibition 

titled With or Without the Lens in the Event Gallery at 

Bethel Woods on Tuesday, May 21, 2019. This exhibition will 

launch a 16-week series of mini-exhibitions at the Museum 

at Bethel Woods followed by a show at Gallery 222 at 

Hurleyville Arts Centre in fall 2019. 

Project: Identity is a free program for regional high school 

teens to engage in the arts while cultivating skills for college, 

career and civic life in a social and creative environment. 

Project: Identity works to inspire imagination, innovation 

and professionalism within its young participants, fostering 

success in future endeavors. We believe that arts and 

culture are critical to the strength of a community and 

provide the inspiration for building creative capital and 

helping individuals to find purpose and contribute positively 

to the world around them. 

Project: Identity is one of many Museum Education and 

Creative Programs at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts. 

These programs are designed as shared experiences for 

people of all ages and support Bethel Woods’ mission to 

inspire, educate and empower individuals through the arts 

and humanities. To learn more about our programs visit 

bethelwoodscenter.org.
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Back Row (left to right): Deidree Davis, Brianna Torrens, Morgan O’Connor, Caleb Lavelle, Mathew Pelton, Paul Soto, Brianna Soto, Teaching Artist Stacy Stone
Front Row (left to right): Karlayna Davis, Kylie Tierney, Amber Manor, Jake Shelton, Sati Brasseale, Matilde Lewis, Ava Boyce, Noah Moreno, Brianna Niforos, Assistant Teaching Artist Sharone Reef
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BoyceAva
AGE: 14
SCHOOL: Pine Bush Central
GRADE: 8th

I 
was ten years old when I received my first camera from my Dad and after learning how to 

use it, I was inspired to continue taking pictures. Photography has been a way for me to 

get away from all my worries, when I take photographs nothing else matters but what I see 

through the lens and to have fun while doing it. I like how photographs tell stories, show beauty 

and sadness. I am challenged to find the one photograph that can capture the story I want to 

tell. Some days, I get up very early to take pictures of the sunrise and spend the day without 

a plan and take pictures of the things that happen along the way. This is a fun way to capture 

trips I have been on and remember where I have been. I feel happy when I look back at the 

photographs I have taken. I like to take photographs of nature, I am drawn to the mountains 

in different seasons. I hope that people will look at my work and see the beauty of the natural 

landscapes and be inspired to take better care of the world around them.
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BrassealeSati
AGE: 15
SCHOOL: Sullivan West High School
GRADE: 9th

A 
s a high school student growing up in upstate New York, I am lucky to be surrounded 

by my friends, family, and beautiful life in the country. All of these things inspire me 

to take photos. I have a unique and ever-changing perspective that I try to reflect in 

my photos, making people look at things in a different way. I enjoy experimenting with new 

techniques including different lighting, angles and colors.

Trying new things is what motivates me to continue taking photos and sharing them. I hope my 

photos will impact the world by spreading the pure joy and creativity of photography, in turn 

inspiring others to pick up a camera and take some photos.

7BethelWoodsCenter.org6 Spring 2019 Project: Identity Photography



DavisDeidree
AGE: 18
SCHOOL: Tri-Valley High School
GRADE: 12th

I 
come from a family of photographers. 

Growing up watching my cousins take 

pictures inspired me to take pictures also. 

I started experimenting with photography 

by taking pictures of nature, my family, my 

dog and things and people that bring me joy 

and happiness. A photograph captures a 

moment and becomes a keepsake to remind 

you of that moment. I have enjoyed learning 

about different techniques in this program 

that apply to photography. I especially love 

using depth of field and focusing on the small 

details of the object being photographed. I 

think photos can be used as a way to express 

emotion. Having struggled with depression 

in the past, photography has provided a 

way for me to share how I am feeling. I hope 

through viewing photos or taking photos 

themselves people will find their own outlet 

for expressing themselves and making a 

deeper connection to the world. 
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DavisKarlayna
AGE: 15
SCHOOL: Tri-Valley High School
GRADE: 9th

P 
hotography is an outlet for many 

to share their feelings whether its 

feelings of anxiety or happiness. For 

me, it is a way to express myself when I can’t 

find the words to say how I am feeling. It keeps 

my mind focused and helps me feel less 

anxious. I am inspired to take photographs 

of unconventional things some may find that 

different, but different is not broken and can 

still be beautiful. Sometimes the smallest 

things can make the biggest impact in a 

photograph. You can look at a picture of a 

beautiful sunset and it can make you feel 

happy and then look at it again and feel the 

magnitude of what it is like to be human. I 

hope my photographs reveal something 

unexpected for people. 
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I 
think photography is a great way to capture moments. Having recently traveled to Alaska, 

Europe and the Florida Keys I realized the importance of taking photographs to preserve 

and share those experiences. Learning about different techniques like contrast, focal point 

and rule of thirds has given me a way to help my work stand out. My photography reflects both 

being in the moment and aspects of the unusual. I hope my photography will inspire others to 

try new things and find a way to experience the moments in their own lives. LavelleCaleb
AGE: 16
SCHOOL: Honesdale High School
GRADE: 10th
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I 
am inspired by the moments I share with the people surrounding me, such as friends and 

family. It is very important to capture these moments in life, so that I can look back and 

remember those memories forever. I have had an interest in photography for a while before 

finally taking my first class on darkroom photography at 14. Since then, photography has been 

an outlet and whenever I am stressed out, whether it is from school, or just everyday life, I can 

turn to photography. I admire how you can express so much emotion through a single picture.LewisMatilde
AGE: 16
SCHOOL: Sullivan West High School
GRADE: 10th
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I 
have always listened to music that tells important stories, mostly because it’s what I grew up 

around, and I ended up really liking the idea of telling stories through art. This idea inspired 

me to tell stories through drawings, music, and photography. The types of photos that most 

interest me are ones that tell stories about the struggles people go through in life. I hope my 

photos force people to develop their own ideas about what the story is so that everyone can 

have a personal feeling about my art without me interfering.ManorAmber
AGE: 16
SCHOOL: Fallsburg High School
GRADE: 10th
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I 
feel that a person’s external world is a reflection of their internal world. Photography is a way 

to capture the beauty of a single place, thing, expression etc. in not just a single moment, but 

a moment that the body will never experience again and being able to make that moment 

live forever is what inspires me most. The camera allows me to display some of the many ways 

the universe converses with the soul and I let the universe guide my hands, eyes and mind.

I want people to under, inner and ‘over-stand’ the many messages I am sending through my 

photos. I want them to receive messages I did not even intend or know I sent. I would like 

people to build their own perception of what my inner world might be like, because sometimes 

someone else’s perception will show you something you never knew was there. As long as you 

are open minded your perception will broaden, it is all about growth. MorenoNoah
AGE: 19
SCHOOL: Monticello High School
GRADE: 12th
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W
hat inspires me to take photographs is that you are able to connect with the people 

in the picture and the feelings that the pictures brings out in me. My family is spread 

out across the country, looking at photographs of when were together helps me 

feel connected to them and makes me feel both happy and sad. Photography is my way of 

telling stories, some sentimental and some simply to tell about my life. I hope that people who 

view my work will see the similarities in their own stories and find a connectedness with their 

own perspective.NiforosBrianna
AGE: 15
SCHOOL: Liberty High School
GRADE: 9th
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I 
got my first smart phone when I was about 13 years old, that version of the iPhone happened 

to have a really great camera in it and my friend and I would cruise around Callicoon, NY and 

take shots, post to Instagram with fun hashtags and I really came to like it! Not only did I like 

it, but also a sense of competition started to grow, and I found myself striving to always get a 

better picture and improve my skills with the camera. When I could finally take a photography 

class in school, I learned to use a more sophisticated camera and now that I know photography 

can be a career, I am interested in exploring my options as a professional and possibly make 

a job out of what I really enjoy doing. I want people to walk away from my images seeing many 

different ways to appreciate the greater things in life.O’ConnorMorgan
AGE: 17
SCHOOL: Sullivan West High School
GRADE: 11th
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A 
few years ago, I started taking photos in a very subtle way with my phone. I liked the 

images I was getting and started getting more into art. When I moved from middle 

school to high school, I was lucky to find a friend who is an artist and she was my ‘go-

to’ for questions I had about art, design and photography. I am not even sure how we became 

friends, but it was during this time I discovered my passion for capturing the things I see - a 

particular scene in the moment, and most preferably of nature and wildlife. Photography 

inspires me because the camera provides endless possibilities for self-expression.

Sometimes I find it hard to express myself for the fear of being judged and the anxiety that 

follows. Photography is a way for me to communicate with the world around me. Landscape 

photos and natural images are the most enjoyable to shoot. I hope that people will be more 

aware and recognize the beauty of nature as well as the importance of wildlife conservation 

– without our habitat and the plants within it – we cannot live. I hope that people will look at 

my work and feel the same way I do, that we should be doing everything we can to save and 

preserve our environment before we lose it for good.PeltonMichael
AGE: 15
SCHOOL: Liberty High School
GRADE: 9th
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SheldonJake
AGE: 14
SCHOOL: Homeschooled
GRADE: 9th

M 
y goal through photography is to 

share my personal experiences 

with everyone around me. As 

a young person, my views of the world 

are somewhat limited and influenced 

by the adults in my life. I am curious and 

interested in engaging with new people I 

meet because I am extroverted and I love 

sharing my knowledge and interests with 

others. I like taking photographs because 

they remind me of where I’ve been and who 

I’ve met. Photographs can last forever while 

memories will fade. 
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SotoBrianna
AGE: 18
SCHOOL: Monticello High School
GRADE: 12th

I 
feel I have always been interested in 

photography. I know I will keep shooting 

through my life because I find that this 

art form and other forms of art are really a 

great therapy. My interest in this medium 

started early when I found my mom’s point 

and shoot camera and took some simple 

landscapes. Then, I started wanting to get 

better at landscapes and researched the 

best time to take photos and learned about 

the ‘Golden Hour’. My photos improved and 

this prompted me to take a class and shoot 

more and more images at that time of day. 

When I finally started getting a better camera 

in my phone, I began taking close-up shots 

and now we have really great cameras in 

our phones, allowing for features like zoom 

– something I didn’t have before. As the 

technology has gotten better, so have my 

photos. 

When I look at a photograph, what stands 

out to me, is when a photographer can set 

themselves apart from the rest and can 

really show command of color and leading 

lines. I like photos that have a clear style and I 

hope people will want to go on a journey with 

me through my photography. I encourage 

anyone to take a road trip across the country 

so that they can capture photos in their own 

way because I feel everyone should have the 

opportunity to show off their work through 

their own point of view.
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H
onestly, I thought the first images that I ever took were not very good. It was in sixth 

grade that I got my first phone and starting taking pictures, simply of wherever I was 

or was going. I discovered that taking pictures was almost like therapy and that it had 

a calming effect. 

Social media has allowed me to find different artists and follow a lot of photographers. Seeing 

their work inspired me to join a class and try to get better at taking pictures. Now that I am 

learning more, I find that the kind of photos I like to take are very early in the morning – the 

sunrise. It is so beautiful that it makes me want to capture and save that moment. I am also 

really into taking portraits with background depth, allowing for photos that don’t only focus on 

the person but also the setting. It is important to me for people to appreciate the world around 

them, and photography is a great way to do that. SotoPaul
AGE: 16
SCHOOL: Monticello High School
GRADE: 10th
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B
elieve it or not, I have a selfie that I took when I was 3 years old and around the same 

time, I took my first Polaroid, which I still have in my possession. Photography and 

illustration are my primary outlets for creativity, but it is photography that helps me 

most to clear my mind and escape my anxiety while also preserving my precious memories. I 

reach for my camera to make art that I can be proud of. This program through Bethel Woods 

has given me a chance to step out of my comfort zone and daily routine, a routine that is 

consistently restricted by my anxiety and depression disorders. I hope that after seeing my 

work, audiences can open their minds to my central creative idea that the object or image isn’t 

the only thing captured by the camera lens and there is a lot more going on behind the camera 

and in the mind of the photographer.TierneyKylie
AGE: 16
SCHOOL: Homeschooled
GRADE: 10th
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TorrensBrianna
AGE: 14
SCHOOL: Tri-Valley High School
GRADE: 9th

I 
am inspired to take photos because 

honestly, I have been through a lot in 

my life and I know photography can 

express things through a lens that I can’t 

communicate any other way. Topics I touch 

upon in my art range from social anxiety to 

mental illness and I enjoy how light exposure 

and color can play a part in getting a message 

across. When people look at my work I want 

them to understand that just like a filter can 

distort or discolor reality, mental illness can 

also discolor or distort a thought process. I 

hope people will think more deeply about the 

idea of filtering as it can be applied not only to 

images but also to how people think and how 

people think about others. 

35BethelWoodsCenter.org34 Spring 2019 Project: Identity Photography



B
ethel Woods Center for the Arts is a 501c3 nonprofit cultural center located at the 

National Register Historic Site of the 1969 Woodstock festival. Through the lens 

of the ‘60s and Woodstock, the organization fuels creativity, grows passion and 

inspires purpose in people of all ages. Museum Education and Creative Programs provide the 

foundation for Bethel Woods Center for the Arts mission based initiatives that celebrate our 

heritage and help build creative capital by inspiring individuals to contribute positively to the 

world around them. We believe that arts and culture are critical to the strength of a community, 

and Bethel Woods seeks to be a convener, innovator, and destination for programming that 

connects people through shared experiences and creative learning. Through the unique 

lens of our historic site and museum collections visitors can explore themes of art, music, 

social and civic engagement shaped by the era of the 1960s. Special exhibitions, festivals, 

workshops, performances, films, and cultural events, provide diverse and engaging programs 

for audiences of all ages.

Funding for Project Identity: Photography has been provided by the Gerald and Janet Carrus 

Foundation, by the Phillip and Edith Leonian Foundation and by Bethel Woods Center 

for the Arts members and donors. View a copy of our annual report or visit our website at 

bethelwoodscenter.org for more about our supporters. 


